Meta-Framework for Food System and Food Policy Decisions
Environmental Aspect –

Carbon Footprint/Global Warming – impact of food on climate change

Do people understand the connection of the food system to climate change?

Social Aspect –

Texas has 3rd highest rate of food insecurity in country

Food insecurity can be seen as a form of social inequity

Economic Aspect –

Need to understand food economy as a whole (to create jobs)

Look at urban agriculture for economic re-development

Need to subsidize small growers interested in local production

Political Aspect –

Who are “champions” on county board, planning department, and city council?

 (on issues pertaining to food, transportation, and economic development)

Involves sitting down with government officials via a process of ‘relationship building’

What type of recommendations should be made (by Houston-Galveston area food system planning Work Group)?
Community Food Assessment Ideas
· Look at how systems work where people live (including transportation)

- are people riding the bus to get to the supermarket in low-income areas? Is public transportation available and adequate in low income neighborhoods? 

· Which neighborhoods are underserved? And how does this lead to health disparities?

· Make map of local growers (where is food being grown in relation to where people live)?
· Inventory of different government programs (as they relate to the food system)

· What resources are available at universities (to gather and analyze data)?

· Where does planning and food fit into local government?

· Who is making decisions about growth and development? Farmland preservation?

