Notes from Food Policy Workgroup Meeting, December 5, 2008

Food System Weaknesses

· Not seeing comm. certified kitchens to partner with comm. gardens

· Pollution in Region (perceived or actual), food safety?

· Food consumption rates high ( fossil fuel dependence high ( food system may collapse with economy

· WIC & food stamps at farmer’s markets

· Homeowner’s associations (aesthetics of food in front yard)

· Social justice issue – need connection between healthy food & healthy society & economy

· Limited access to politicians (need to talk to/educate)

· Length of time it took Central City Co-op to become sustainable

· Protein selection (meats & dairies)

· Organic, local, unpasteurized (Randy Evans)

· Lack of coalitions & nonprofit connectivity (land for wildlife, land for food)

· Lack of minority & young representation

· Price gap is growing

· Lack of partnership between existing food organizations

· Food incompetency

· Limited infrastructure & coalition

· Food security for children less than 1 year old (breast feeding)

· More farmers – more markets

· Dependent on refrigeration

· Would like to see comprehensive plan

· Grand Parkway going through rural land

· Cost of master gard.
· Lack of organization – getting food to markets

· Look at subsidies for low-income to get fresh, local, organic foods

· Do not have walkable neighborhood food sources

· Low-cost compost not available in all areas

· Land availability (denser development, less agricultural land)

· Poor access to low cost whole foods

· Volunteers/people power to work gardens

· Still need more farmers

· New farmers need assistance (marketing, land, etc.)

· Knowledge base lacking (markets, commodities, economy, delivery)

Food Policy – Mark Winne’s ideas/thoughts

· Look at land use

· Health disparity – areas in need (markets, transport)

· Examine economics of food in area

· Dig deeper ( gather data

· Use students

· Survey farms

· Who is feeding this area?

· Pick out policy points from strengths & weaknesses

· Inventory current policies & programs

· **Recirculate APA Food Policy document

· include agriculture & food in comprehensive plan

· data is way to educate citizens & planners & city officials

· bring food into the discussion

· transportation, land use, economic development, economy

· impact on climate change & sustainability

· Look at food economy as a whole

· Supermarkets, restaurants, farms

· Urban agriculture – even small scale is economic development

· Food Policy Council can bridge gaps and bring together various land use groups (wildlife, agriculture, development, transportation)

Notes by Kristi Tompkins, Houston-Galveston Area Council.
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